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MIT, Philips, and AT&T, to name a few. 
We are excited to share the results of 
those partnerships here and on  
our website.

Our growing policy department is 
pushing global leaders on critical 
issues, including how we can safely 
resume international travel and 
reopen the global economy with an 
international vaccine certification 
system. I had the pleasure of writing 
an op-ed recently for the New York 
Times with former Prime Minister  
Tony Blair and Sir John Bell, advising 
the G20 leaders on how to create such 
a program.

This December marks the 50th 
anniversary of the National Cancer 
Act becoming law. In those 50 years, 
many extraordinary advancements 
have been made, but a lot of 
work remains to be done. We are 
committed to being a leader in the 
progress to change patients’ lives 
and make meaningful impact. We 
are grateful for your support of our 
mission to allow us to make that 
change a reality. 

Respectfully,

 

David B. Agus, M.D.  
Professor of Medicine and Engineering 
Founding Director and CEO 
Lawrence J. Ellison Institute for 
Transformative Medicine of USC

Dear Friends,

This year has been momentous in 
many ways, and while there continue 
to be challenges and obstacles, and 
many families have suffered, we also 
have cause to celebrate: COVID-19 
vaccination rates continue to rise 
steadily, we continue to make strides 
in our research and commitment 
to changing how we better care for 
patients, and we were finally able to 
unveil our new building to a wider 
audience (see article on page 2). It 
is a privilege to work alongside our 
dedicated team and with researchers 
and clinicians across the globe to try 
and make a meaningful impact. 

One of our greatest strengths 
continues to be our broad-reaching 
partnerships. We have collaborated 
recently on research, policy, and 
educational initiatives with minds 
from many leading institutions 
including Johns Hopkins, the 
University of Oxford, Wyss Institute at 
Harvard University, Olympus, Oracle, 

“This December marks the 50th 
anniversary of the National 
Cancer Act becoming law. 
In those 50 years, many 
extraordinary advancements 
have been made, but a lot of 
work remains to be done.”

—DR. AGUS

Rebels dare us to see the world
differently, transform doubt into
hope, and make our future brighter.
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New Ellison 
Institute 
Building 
Enhances 
Junior Fellows 
Experience

This July, the Ellison Institute 
Education and Outreach team 
executed another successful iteration 
of the Junior Fellows program, a 
unique research-focused program 
for rising high school seniors. The 
inaugural group to experience the 
program at the new Ellison Institute 
building, the 2021 class was made up 

of an excited and dedicated group of 
students from across California.

The participating students took full 
advantage of the opportunity to be 
in the building and use the cutting-
edge technology, including the 
connected TVs, and what we call the 
Data Treehouse, a collaborative space 
with three large, connected, digital 
canvases to enable teamwork and 
real-time information sharing. 

This year’s program included 
the Hallmarks of Cancer, how to 
collaborate with classmates to solve 
problems in the lab, the importance 
of multidisciplinary research, and 
meetings with leadership, faculty, and 
researchers at the Ellison Institute. 
This time around, Education and 
Outreach Director Dr. Kian Kani, PhD 
and Program Management Specialist 
Jill Infusino, MPH, were joined by 
Research Lab Technician Bethany 

Haliday, who shepherded the group 
through their experiments and hands-
on work.

The in-person experience was a 
highlight for this year’s group. Many 
of them came in early and stayed late, 
making the most of the opportunities 
to spend time in the clinic, meet in 
person with dedicated researchers, 
and of course, be mentored by  
Dr. Agus. One of the students was so 
inspired, he began dressing in  
Dr. Agus’ signature style!

As always, the learning does not 
stop at the end of the Junior Fellows 
program. One student is going to 
continue attending Mumenthaler 
Lab research meetings, and another 
student plans to make a cancer-
focused video game as his  
senior project.

“It was a joy and a privilege to get to 
know the students and watch them 
grow more confident in themselves 
over the course of the program,” said 
Haliday. “They were eager to learn 
and determined to overcome the 
obstacles they faced. This was such 
a fun group, and I am excited to see 
what is in store for them after  
high school.”

December 23, 2021, marks the 50th anniversary of the National Cancer Act being signed into law by President Richard 
Nixon. The Act established the National Cancer Institute in its current form, expanded the National Clinical Trials 
Network, and supplied funding for new cancer research centers, training programs, and advisory committees. Most 
importantly, it recognized and emphasized the need for public-private collaborations and established a cancer research 
data bank to turn data into knowledge, knowledge into insights, and insights into impact for patient benefit.

In their own words, this is what the National Cancer Act means to Ellison Institute staff:

The National Cancer Act legislation of 1971 was a visionary, patient-centric concept to 
organize and provide resources for a national research enterprise to conquer cancer. This 
single Act enabled the evolution of the largest and most technically sophisticated effort 
ever created to understand and control a disease. Five decades of research have produced 
a “tsunami” of data that now promises to realize the promise of this seminal legislation. In 
the spirit of the National Cancer Act, the Ellison Institute is pursuing bold strategies that 
utilize these data to untangle the complexity of cancer for patient benefit.

– Anna Barker, PhD, Chief Strategy Officer

On 12/23/1971, the National Cancer Act 
launched the U.S. National Cancer Program 
that created cancer centers, training 
programs, and advisory committees. Most 
importantly, it recognized and emphasized 
the need for public-private collaborations 
and established a cancer research 
data bank to turn data into knowledge, 
knowledge into insights, and insights into 
impact for patient benefit. I am proud 
that the Ellison Institute collaborates 
with federal partners, industry leaders, 
and patient advocates in our basic, 
translational, clinical, and health sciences 
research to continue the spirit of the Act 
decades later.

– Jerry S.H. Lee, PhD, Chief Science  
   and Innovation Officer

The National Cancer Act shows that 
every American must stand united in 
the war against cancer. As a country, 
we are at our best when we join forces 
across boundaries to achieve goals once 
thought to be impossible.

– Reginald Hill, PhD,  
   Assistant Professor of Medicine

The National Cancer Act of 1971 is 
one of the most transformational 
pieces of legislation that propelled 
our understanding of cancer, where 
new models were born, the concept 
of precision oncology was introduced, 
and targeted therapy based on cancer’s 
genetic and genomic underpinnings 
rather than a tumor’s location became 
the future of cancer care. I am excited 
to be a part of the next revolution in 
cancer care through the Ellison Institute 
and optimistic that with advances in AI 
and technology, we will be able to make 
detection and treatment more precise. 
My dream is to live to see the day when 
we will be able to eradicate cancer!

– Hanaa Knaneh, MSc MBA,  
   Research Specialist

The National Cancer Act lays the 
foundation of our research enterprise. 
Despite the name, its impact 
transcends our national boundaries, 
leading the way in the global quest to 
conquer this disease. While the global 
mission has not changed, the tools and 
approaches used have evolved, like our 
research. Today still, we at the Ellison 
Institute rely on that same foundation 
to apply the latest technological 
advances and computational 
approaches to find new cures and 
improve lives.

– Naim Matasci, PhD,  
   Director of Bioinformatics and  
   Computational Biology
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Faster 
Pandemic 
Response 
with Global 
Sequencing 
Technology

As part of the Ellison Institute’s 
partnership in the Global Health 
Security Consortium (GHSC), our 
Policy team strategically advises 
on pandemic-related global health 
issues. The GHSC partnered with 
the University of Oxford and Oracle 
Cloud System on the development 
and rollout of the Global Pathogen 
Analysis System (GPAS), a global 
genomic sequencing platform which 

discovers potentially harmful new 
coronavirus variants. GPAS is now 
being used by organizations on nearly 
every continent.

GPAS is a cloud platform that 
provides a unified, standardized 
system for analyzing and comparing 
the annotated genomic sequence 
data of SARS-CoV-2. Health officials 
are using the system to upload 
COVID-19 sequence data and receive 
comprehensive results within 
minutes. With user permission, 
the results may be shared with 
participating laboratories around the 
globe in a secure environment.

Making this data comprehensible 
and shareable will help public health 
authorities evaluate and plan their 
response by giving them invaluable 
insight into emerging variants even 
before they are officially designated 
as Variants of Concern. Health policy 
officials and governments will be 
able to quickly access the timely, 

Clifton Leaf is 
First Global 
Fellow

This fall, the Ellison Institute launched 
our Global Fellows program with 
Clifton Leaf as our first Fellow. Leaf, 
an Adjunct Professor of Journalism 
at Columbia University’s Graduate 
School of Journalism and a member 
of the Board of Fellows at Stanford 
Medicine, was previously Editor-in-
Chief of FORTUNE.

Global Fellows are well-rounded 
thought leaders who provide 
strategic insight to the Ellison 
Institute, fostering new partnerships, 
facilitating think tanks, and 

strategizing for future initiatives and 
goals. Many will come from outside 
the world of science, and therefore 
bring new ideas and perspectives to 
the Institute’s research and  
clinical operations. 

“Too often in health care, the day-
to-day incentives—whether they be 
for researchers, clinicians, payers, 
regulators, or even patients—are 
misaligned with the end goal,” says 
Leaf. “I’m so excited to join the 
Institute as a Global Fellow because 
they are committed to re-writing 
these incentives so that genuine 
cross-disciplinary research is 
encouraged at every step of the way.”

Leaf spent more than a decade 
studying and writing about systemic 
barriers in the realm of cancer 
research, an effort that ultimately 
became his seminal book, The Truth in 

“Impact” in 
Published 
Research:  
What It Means 
and Why We 
Should Care

At the Ellison Institute, we believe 
that the reproducibility of work 
is important to ensure rapid, but 
responsible, translation of emerging 
technologies and approaches. 
Andrea Armani, PhD, USC Viterbi 
school of Engineering Vice Dean of 
New Initiatives and Ellison Institute 
Affiliate Member, and Jerry Lee, PhD, 
the Institute’s Chief Science and 
Innovation Officer, wrote the following 
for Communications Physics:

The past year witnessed engineers 
and scientists working together 
to develop and to manufacture 
new diagnostics, therapeutics, 
and vaccines. This work became 
the embodiment of impact, as 
researchers posted findings on 
blogs, social media webpages, 
and pre-print servers. However, 
this approach resulted in a limited 
peer-review process. Ultimately, an 
over-reliance on pre-print servers 
compounded by rapid distribution via 
social media platforms limits analysis 
of the research’s rigor and has the 
possibility of resulting in premature 
acceptance of the findings.

Nearly every journal states that it 
publishes “high impact and novel” 
research. But how are novelty 
and impact defined? Are journals 

evaluating impact on a technical 
field or on society at large? Or the 
potential market cap of an eventual 
technology? And what is the 
timescale for impact: immediate or 
long-term? Given the ambiguities, 
should “impact” really be a criterion 
for publication in a scientific journal?

In the 1600’s and 1700’s, publication 
in a scientific journal was an 
indication of the degree of technical 
accuracy of a research finding, and 
it was the only way to share notable 
findings and encourage debate in 
the field. In many cases, reviewers 
not only read, but replicated, results 
before approving manuscripts for 
publication. Since that time, this 
standard has gradually eroded, in 
part, due to the increase in cost of 
replicating scientific work.

In parallel, the number of journals 
and the pressure to publish in high 

impact factor journals to ensure 
career advancement have rapidly 
increased. Combined, these changes 
represent tectonic shifts in the role 
of scientific publishing, transforming 
the landscape from a method to 
disseminate research into a news 
outlet. With this transformation 
came an increased emphasis on 
newsworthiness, hidden under the 
guise of “impact.” 

Given the “publish or perish” 
environment in academia, these 
decisions send a very clear message 
about what research is valued to 
younger scholars just launching 
their careers. While understandable, 
this decision comes at the cost of 
pursuing hypothesis-driven, basic 
science research or more applied 
development efforts that emphasize 
societal benefit and reproducibility.

If we continue to reward sparkle over 
substance, the next generation of 
researchers may become a generation 
of scientific “content creators” and 
strive to be “influencers” at the cost 
of performing rigorous science or 
applying knowledge to create true 
societal impact.

Andrea M. Armani & Jerry S. H. Lee

Excerpted from ‘Evaluating the impact 
of ideation and actualization of 
multidisciplinary research,’ published 
in Communications Physics.  
DOI: 10.1038/s42005-021-00714-0.  
https://creativecommons.org/
licenses/by/4.0/

Please find the full commentary at 
eitm.org/publications.

“If we continue to reward sparkle 
over substance, the next generation of 
researchers may become a generation 
of scientific ‘content creators’.…”

Small Doses: Why 
We’re Losing the 
War on Cancer—
and How to 
Win It. A winner 
of the Gerald 
Loeb Award for 
Distinguished 
Business and 
Financial 
Journalism, 
the NIHCM’s Health Care Journalism 
Award, and a two-time finalist for the 
National Magazine Award, Leaf has 
received numerous leadership honors 
for his efforts in the cancer fight. 
He has presented testimony to the 
President’s Cancer Panel three times 
and delivered “Grand Rounds” at the 
National Cancer Institute, becoming 
the first and only journalist to have 
received that honor.

A Special 
Evening in 
Recognition of 
the Institute’s 
New Home

The Ellison Institute team was excited 
and proud to hold an intimate event 
to celebrate the official opening of 
the Exposition Blvd. building in late 
September. While research and 

patient care continued throughout 
the pandemic, this was a moment 
to acknowledge the building 
opening along with a small group of 
(vaccinated and tested) supporters, 
friends, and city officials.

We were honored to have Los Angeles 
Mayor Eric Garcetti attend and say 
a few words and present Dr. Agus 
and Larry Ellison with a plaque in 
recognition of the Institute’s current 
and future contributions to the city  
of Los Angeles. 

Throughout the evening, guests took 
tours and experienced firsthand how 
the building facilitates our research 
and patient care. As Dr. Agus shared 

in his remarks, “In order to understand 
peace, you need to go to war and the 
war on cancer has taught us so much 
about preventing disease...that is 
what this building became, a place to 
enable that to happen.”

Benefactor Larry Ellison praised  
Dr. Agus and the team, stating that 
he has “several examples of names of 
family and friends...whose lives were 
saved because of cancer treatments 
developed and/or delivered here at the 
Institute.” He went on to say “…thank 
you Dr. David Agus, thank you very 
much. There are so many lives still 
being lived because of your work.”

relevant data they need to make up-
to-date scientific analysis and better-
informed policy and safety decisions 
regarding new variants. 

“The coronavirus pandemic has shown 
that global, data-driven solutions 
are needed to slow further spread 
of this virus and to prevent future 
pandemics,” said Gabriel Seidman, 
DrPH, Ellison Institute’s Director 
of Policy. “GPAS demonstrates the 
power of bringing together private 
sector technology capabilities with 
best-in-class science to support 
effective policymaking.”

Countries where the platform is in 
use include the U.S., United Kingdom, 
Australia, Canada, Chile, South Africa, 
and Vietnam. GPAS is also now part 
of the Public Health England New 
Variant Assessment Platform, which 
offers support to increase genomic 
sequencing capacity and capability in 
developing countries.

Learn more: www.gpas.cloud
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goals. Many will come from outside 
the world of science, and therefore 
bring new ideas and perspectives to 
the Institute’s research and  
clinical operations. 

“Too often in health care, the day-
to-day incentives—whether they be 
for researchers, clinicians, payers, 
regulators, or even patients—are 
misaligned with the end goal,” says 
Leaf. “I’m so excited to join the 
Institute as a Global Fellow because 
they are committed to re-writing 
these incentives so that genuine 
cross-disciplinary research is 
encouraged at every step of the way.”

Leaf spent more than a decade 
studying and writing about systemic 
barriers in the realm of cancer 
research, an effort that ultimately 
became his seminal book, The Truth in 

“Impact” in 
Published 
Research:  
What It Means 
and Why We 
Should Care

At the Ellison Institute, we believe 
that the reproducibility of work 
is important to ensure rapid, but 
responsible, translation of emerging 
technologies and approaches. 
Andrea Armani, PhD, USC Viterbi 
school of Engineering Vice Dean of 
New Initiatives and Ellison Institute 
Affiliate Member, and Jerry Lee, PhD, 
the Institute’s Chief Science and 
Innovation Officer, wrote the following 
for Communications Physics:

The past year witnessed engineers 
and scientists working together 
to develop and to manufacture 
new diagnostics, therapeutics, 
and vaccines. This work became 
the embodiment of impact, as 
researchers posted findings on 
blogs, social media webpages, 
and pre-print servers. However, 
this approach resulted in a limited 
peer-review process. Ultimately, an 
over-reliance on pre-print servers 
compounded by rapid distribution via 
social media platforms limits analysis 
of the research’s rigor and has the 
possibility of resulting in premature 
acceptance of the findings.

Nearly every journal states that it 
publishes “high impact and novel” 
research. But how are novelty 
and impact defined? Are journals 

evaluating impact on a technical 
field or on society at large? Or the 
potential market cap of an eventual 
technology? And what is the 
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long-term? Given the ambiguities, 
should “impact” really be a criterion 
for publication in a scientific journal?
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part, due to the increase in cost of 
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of scientific “content creators” and 
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applying knowledge to create true 
societal impact.

Andrea M. Armani & Jerry S. H. Lee

Excerpted from ‘Evaluating the impact 
of ideation and actualization of 
multidisciplinary research,’ published 
in Communications Physics.  
DOI: 10.1038/s42005-021-00714-0.  
https://creativecommons.org/
licenses/by/4.0/

Please find the full commentary at 
eitm.org/publications.
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researchers may become a generation 
of scientific ‘content creators’.…”
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and How to 
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Financial 
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Award, and a two-time finalist for the 
National Magazine Award, Leaf has 
received numerous leadership honors 
for his efforts in the cancer fight. 
He has presented testimony to the 
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Dr. Agus and the team, stating that 
he has “several examples of names of 
family and friends...whose lives were 
saved because of cancer treatments 
developed and/or delivered here at the 
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Learn more: www.gpas.cloud
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MIT, Philips, and AT&T, to name a few. 
We are excited to share the results of 
those partnerships here and on  
our website.

Our growing policy department is 
pushing global leaders on critical 
issues, including how we can safely 
resume international travel and 
reopen the global economy with an 
international vaccine certification 
system. I had the pleasure of writing 
an op-ed recently for the New York 
Times with former Prime Minister  
Tony Blair and Sir John Bell, advising 
the G20 leaders on how to create such 
a program.

This December marks the 50th 
anniversary of the National Cancer 
Act becoming law. In those 50 years, 
many extraordinary advancements 
have been made, but a lot of 
work remains to be done. We are 
committed to being a leader in the 
progress to change patients’ lives 
and make meaningful impact. We 
are grateful for your support of our 
mission to allow us to make that 
change a reality. 

Respectfully,

 

David B. Agus, M.D.  
Professor of Medicine and Engineering 
Founding Director and CEO 
Lawrence J. Ellison Institute for 
Transformative Medicine of USC

Dear Friends,

This year has been momentous in 
many ways, and while there continue 
to be challenges and obstacles, and 
many families have suffered, we also 
have cause to celebrate: COVID-19 
vaccination rates continue to rise 
steadily, we continue to make strides 
in our research and commitment 
to changing how we better care for 
patients, and we were finally able to 
unveil our new building to a wider 
audience (see article on page 2). It 
is a privilege to work alongside our 
dedicated team and with researchers 
and clinicians across the globe to try 
and make a meaningful impact. 

One of our greatest strengths 
continues to be our broad-reaching 
partnerships. We have collaborated 
recently on research, policy, and 
educational initiatives with minds 
from many leading institutions 
including Johns Hopkins, the 
University of Oxford, Wyss Institute at 
Harvard University, Olympus, Oracle, 

“This December marks the 50th 
anniversary of the National 
Cancer Act becoming law. 
In those 50 years, many 
extraordinary advancements 
have been made, but a lot of 
work remains to be done.”

—DR. AGUS
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New Ellison 
Institute 
Building 
Enhances 
Junior Fellows 
Experience

This July, the Ellison Institute 
Education and Outreach team 
executed another successful iteration 
of the Junior Fellows program, a 
unique research-focused program 
for rising high school seniors. The 
inaugural group to experience the 
program at the new Ellison Institute 
building, the 2021 class was made up 

of an excited and dedicated group of 
students from across California.

The participating students took full 
advantage of the opportunity to be 
in the building and use the cutting-
edge technology, including the 
connected TVs, and what we call the 
Data Treehouse, a collaborative space 
with three large, connected, digital 
canvases to enable teamwork and 
real-time information sharing. 

This year’s program included 
the Hallmarks of Cancer, how to 
collaborate with classmates to solve 
problems in the lab, the importance 
of multidisciplinary research, and 
meetings with leadership, faculty, and 
researchers at the Ellison Institute. 
This time around, Education and 
Outreach Director Dr. Kian Kani, PhD 
and Program Management Specialist 
Jill Infusino, MPH, were joined by 
Research Lab Technician Bethany 

Haliday, who shepherded the group 
through their experiments and hands-
on work.

The in-person experience was a 
highlight for this year’s group. Many 
of them came in early and stayed late, 
making the most of the opportunities 
to spend time in the clinic, meet in 
person with dedicated researchers, 
and of course, be mentored by  
Dr. Agus. One of the students was so 
inspired, he began dressing in  
Dr. Agus’ signature style!

As always, the learning does not 
stop at the end of the Junior Fellows 
program. One student is going to 
continue attending Mumenthaler 
Lab research meetings, and another 
student plans to make a cancer-
focused video game as his  
senior project.

“It was a joy and a privilege to get to 
know the students and watch them 
grow more confident in themselves 
over the course of the program,” said 
Haliday. “They were eager to learn 
and determined to overcome the 
obstacles they faced. This was such 
a fun group, and I am excited to see 
what is in store for them after  
high school.”

December 23, 2021, marks the 50th anniversary of the National Cancer Act being signed into law by President Richard 
Nixon. The Act established the National Cancer Institute in its current form, expanded the National Clinical Trials 
Network, and supplied funding for new cancer research centers, training programs, and advisory committees. Most 
importantly, it recognized and emphasized the need for public-private collaborations and established a cancer research 
data bank to turn data into knowledge, knowledge into insights, and insights into impact for patient benefit.

In their own words, this is what the National Cancer Act means to Ellison Institute staff:

The National Cancer Act legislation of 1971 was a visionary, patient-centric concept to 
organize and provide resources for a national research enterprise to conquer cancer. This 
single Act enabled the evolution of the largest and most technically sophisticated effort 
ever created to understand and control a disease. Five decades of research have produced 
a “tsunami” of data that now promises to realize the promise of this seminal legislation. In 
the spirit of the National Cancer Act, the Ellison Institute is pursuing bold strategies that 
utilize these data to untangle the complexity of cancer for patient benefit.

– Anna Barker, PhD, Chief Strategy Officer

On 12/23/1971, the National Cancer Act 
launched the U.S. National Cancer Program 
that created cancer centers, training 
programs, and advisory committees. Most 
importantly, it recognized and emphasized 
the need for public-private collaborations 
and established a cancer research 
data bank to turn data into knowledge, 
knowledge into insights, and insights into 
impact for patient benefit. I am proud 
that the Ellison Institute collaborates 
with federal partners, industry leaders, 
and patient advocates in our basic, 
translational, clinical, and health sciences 
research to continue the spirit of the Act 
decades later.

– Jerry S.H. Lee, PhD, Chief Science  
   and Innovation Officer

The National Cancer Act shows that 
every American must stand united in 
the war against cancer. As a country, 
we are at our best when we join forces 
across boundaries to achieve goals once 
thought to be impossible.

– Reginald Hill, PhD,  
   Assistant Professor of Medicine

The National Cancer Act of 1971 is 
one of the most transformational 
pieces of legislation that propelled 
our understanding of cancer, where 
new models were born, the concept 
of precision oncology was introduced, 
and targeted therapy based on cancer’s 
genetic and genomic underpinnings 
rather than a tumor’s location became 
the future of cancer care. I am excited 
to be a part of the next revolution in 
cancer care through the Ellison Institute 
and optimistic that with advances in AI 
and technology, we will be able to make 
detection and treatment more precise. 
My dream is to live to see the day when 
we will be able to eradicate cancer!

– Hanaa Knaneh, MSc MBA,  
   Research Specialist

The National Cancer Act lays the 
foundation of our research enterprise. 
Despite the name, its impact 
transcends our national boundaries, 
leading the way in the global quest to 
conquer this disease. While the global 
mission has not changed, the tools and 
approaches used have evolved, like our 
research. Today still, we at the Ellison 
Institute rely on that same foundation 
to apply the latest technological 
advances and computational 
approaches to find new cures and 
improve lives.

– Naim Matasci, PhD,  
   Director of Bioinformatics and  
   Computational Biology

FALL
2021

Rebels
Review



5

2021 Ellison Institute Junior Fellows with Dr. Kian Kani, Bethany Haliday and  
Dr. Gabriel Seidman 

Donte Lewis, Jr. and Dr. David Agus

JOIN THE FIGHT AGAINST CANCER!

Each gift matters in the fight against cancer. By supporting our disruptive, 
multidisciplinary research and programs, you will help change the face of cancer 
treatment and significantly benefit the lives of those battling cancer today. 
Simply fill out the enclosed envelope to donate to the Ellison 
Institute Research Foundation or visit our website now!  
www.eirf.org/donors or contact Katrina Barron at  
(626) 319-3534 or kbarron@eirf.org for more information.

Reimagining medicine, transforming lives.
12414 Exposition Boulevard  |  Los Angeles, CA 90064  |  eitm.org | T 310 228 6400

MIT, Philips, and AT&T, to name a few. 
We are excited to share the results of 
those partnerships here and on  
our website.

Our growing policy department is 
pushing global leaders on critical 
issues, including how we can safely 
resume international travel and 
reopen the global economy with an 
international vaccine certification 
system. I had the pleasure of writing 
an op-ed recently for the New York 
Times with former Prime Minister  
Tony Blair and Sir John Bell, advising 
the G20 leaders on how to create such 
a program.

This December marks the 50th 
anniversary of the National Cancer 
Act becoming law. In those 50 years, 
many extraordinary advancements 
have been made, but a lot of 
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