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The Littlemore House building, part of the Institute’s recent property purchases in the U.K.

The Littlemore House building at The Oxford Science Park

“These new properties give us greater capacity to work with 
others across disciplines to help people live longer, healthier
lives....We look forward to bolstering our global health initiatives
and further developing our Oxford partnerships.” – Dr. Agus

“With each expansion of our 
work and partnerships, we 
are building the future of 
the Institute and ensuring 
that we continue to carry out 
our mission of transforming 
medicine and patient care, 
now on a global scale.”  
– Dr. Agus
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Consortium. As global health 
challenges continue, this expansion 
better positions the Institute to help 
shape and improve health care on a 
global scale.

As we work to expand abroad, I am 
continuously made proud by the staff 
at the Ellison Institute in Los Angeles 
who work relentlessly to further 
their research and ensure that our 
work translates to patient benefit. 
Their collaborations and meaningful 
research continue to make an impact 
while also nurturing and growing our 
next generation of scientists, as you 
will see within these pages. 

With each expansion of our work and 
partnerships, we are building the 
future of the Institute and ensuring 
that we continue to carry out our 
mission of transforming medicine and 
patient care, now on a global scale. 
Your support and commitment to our 
mission has helped take us this far, 
and we look forward to continuing our 
journey together.

Respectfully, 

David B. Agus, M.D.
Professor of Medicine and Engineering, 
University of Southern California
Founding Director and CEO
Lawrence J. Ellison Institute for
Transformative Medicine 

Dear Friends,

The past several months have brought 
forth a period of immense growth 
for the Ellison Institute. As we’ve 
continued to expand upon the talent 
and collaborations that are ongoing 
within our Institute walls, we’ve also 
had the opportunity to expand our 
physical footprint internationally.  

I’m thrilled to share with you further 
details about the Institute’s purchase 
of two properties in Oxford, United 
Kingdom. These new properties will 
allow us to expand our research and 
clinical work internationally, while 
also strengthening our ongoing 
partnerships with organizations 
making an impact on health in the 
global arena. This includes our work 
with the Tony Blair Institute for Global 
Change, Sir John Bell and scientists 
at the University of Oxford, and our 
joint efforts with these organizations 
through the Global Health Security 

FROM THE DESK OF DAVID B. AGUS, M.D.
Doctor’s Notes

Institute Expands 
Commitment to Global 
Health with Purchase of 
Properties in Oxford, UK

The Ellison Institute completed the purchase of two 
properties in Oxford, UK over the past several months in a 
strategic move to expand our impact on global health and 
strengthen our ongoing partnerships with the 
Tony Blair Institute for Global Change (TBI) and the 
University of Oxford. 

The two properties include the 3.5-acre Plot 18 site, 
purchased in June of this year and located within 
The Oxford Science Park, and the 5.9-acre Littlemore 
House site, purchased in December of 2021. The two 
properties sit adjacent to each other and establish a 
major presence in Oxford for the Institute and our work. 

With world-renowned British architect Norman Foster 
leading the design, plans for buildings on both sites 
replicate the successful collaborative structure of the 
Institute’s Los Angeles building and will include research 
laboratories; a patient clinic; convening, educational 
and collaborative spaces; and visitor housing.

“We are thrilled to expand our footprint and create a 
first-class home in the UK for the pathbreaking work 
that the Ellison Institute, its scientists, and partners 
are doing to improve human health,” said Dr. Agus.

The Institute’s planned Oxford Campus will also provide 
a permanent home to several of our long-term projects 
and initiatives, including the Global Health Security 
Consortium (GHSC), the Institute’s partnership with TBI 
and scientists at the University of Oxford, focused on 
the intersection of science, medicine, and politics.

“These new properties give us greater capacity to work 
with others across disciplines to help people live longer, 
healthier lives,” continued Dr. Agus. “We look forward 
to bolstering our global health initiatives and further 
developing our Oxford partnerships.”

The location of the new campus 
will also enable the Institute to 
build collaborations with local 
companies such as Oxford Nanopore 
Technologies, located within 
The Oxford Science Park. This 
collaboration will allow the Institute 
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to link Oxford Nanopore’s gene 
sequencing technology to other life 
science technologies in our network.

The Institute will continue to 
share developments from this 
exciting expansion and the 
critical work that it supports. 
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Dr. Katherin Patsch, Dr. Mitchell Gross, and Dr. Nolan Ung collaborating on research in 
the Institute's Drug Discovery Lab 

Dr. Carly Strelez, Postdoctoral Scholar at the Ellison Institute

Dr. Carly Strelez poses with Dr. Shannon Mumenthaler following 
her doctoral graduation ceremony in May

Dr. Gabriel Seidman, Director of Policy at 
the Ellison Institute

Part of the GHSC team pictured during the G20's 2nd Health Working Group 
meeting in June 

Global Health 
Security 
Consortium
Partners with 
B20 to Help 
Prevent the 
Next Global 
Health Crisis

More than $10 trillion has been 
erased from the world economy 
over the course of the COVID-19 
pandemic, exacerbating already stark 
inequalities between wealthier and 
poorer countries across the globe. 
This, along with the urgent need to 
begin work to prevent future global 
health crises, is the catalyst for the 

Global Health Security Consortium’s 
(GHSC) new partnership with the 
Business 20 (B20) to support B20 
Indonesia’s ambitious Global Health 
Advocacy Agenda. 

The B20 is the official G20 dialogue 
forum with the global business 
community. Indonesia assumed the 
G20 Presidency in January of this 
year and will host the 17th annual 
G20 Leaders’ summit in November 
under the theme “Recover Together, 
Recover Stronger” where the B20 
Global Health Advocacy Agenda will 
play a major role. 

“GHSC’s partnership with the B20 will 
help steer life sciences investments 
and policy to ensure we never have 
another global pandemic of this scale 
again,” said Dr. Agus. “It’s critical 
that partnerships like this are formed 
to continue leveraging expertise, 
resources, and relationships to 
support global recovery from the 
COVID-19 pandemic and to build out 
global health care infrastructure that 
prepares us for future challenges.” 

Next Generation 
Scientist Leads Next 
Generation Technology 
at the Institute

The Ellison Institute celebrated our newest PhD this past 
November as Dr. Carly Strelez completed her doctoral 
thesis on the organ-on-a-chip research she leads  
at the Institute. 

Beginning as a first-year graduate student in May of 
2017, Dr. Strelez has helped spearhead implementation 
of groundbreaking organ-on-a-chip technology that 
recreates elements of human physiology on a chip to help 
predict human response to cancer cells.

Produced by Emulate, Inc., the technology’s ability to 
mimic organ functions in the human body has been 
leveraged by Dr. Strelez as a useful tool to study colorectal 
cancer. Her most recent research has focused on the 
replication of the rhythmic contractions of the intestine’s 
muscles that help move food along in the gut, known 
as peristalsis, to help better understand how motion 
may influence cancer cells to become more aggressive, 
impacting cancer spread through metastasis. 

“Dr. Strelez has been instrumental in leveraging the 
organ-on-a-chip platform to benefit our colorectal cancer 
research and ensure this technology will translate to 

improved health outcomes for cancer patients,” said 
Dr. Shannon Mumenthaler, Chief Translational Research 
Officer at the Institute. “We know her growth and 
potential in this field is limitless, and we’re proud to be a 
part of her journey as a scientist.”

Along with her research, personal highlights for Dr. 
Strelez’s graduate work at the Institute include her growth 
as a science communicator and the opportunity to publish 
first author papers, including one published in iScience 
in May of 2021, titled, “Human colorectal cancer-on-chip 
model to study the microenvironmental influence on early 
metastatic spread.”

“My time with the Ellison Institute has allowed me to grow 
not only as a scientist, but also as a science professional,”
said Dr. Strelez. “I’ve experienced hands-on work with 
innovative technology and been given the opportunity to 
communicate directly with patients and present my work 
within the scientific community. I’m grateful to have been 
given the chance to push the bounds of my potential here.”

Following her graduation, Dr. Strelez recently joined 
the Institute full-time in her new role as a Postdoctoral 
Scholar. In this role, she’ll continue guiding the organ-
on-a-chip team to further understand how the tumor 
microenvironment influences early metastatic spread and 
improve upon current cancer treatments.

Bolstered 
by Success, 
Institute’s AR-
Drug Discovery 
Project Expands

After a successful pilot study, the 
Ellison Institute’s AR-Drug Discovery 
project is set to expand its team with 
their goal of developing a pre-clinical 
drug candidate in sight.

Since 2019, the project has worked 
in collaboration with the team 
of chemists at USC’s Center for 
Drug Discovery, led by Dr. Charles 
McKenna, to design, develop, and 
ultimately bring to market a novel 
drug for the treatment of advanced 
prostate cancer that targets the 
androgen receptor (AR) that drives  
its progression.

Showing the true value of 
interdisciplinary research, the project 
has proven fruitful, with recent 
research successfully uncovering 
new drug design strategies that 
target therapy resistance in advanced 
disease. By combining Dr. McKenna’s 
groundbreaking chemistry and the 
Institute’s ability to measure with 
unprecedented sensitivity the positive 
and negative sides of a potential 
drug’s action, the project revealed a 
paradoxical regulation of the AR by 
small molecule drugs. These findings 
were recently published in the 
Proceedings of the National Academy 
of Sciences, with a second paper that 
describes the underlying chemistry 
set for publication later this year.

“We are excited with the results 
our AR-Drug Discovery project has 

delivered so far and the promising 
research we continue to conduct 
in collaboration with Dr. McKenna’s 
team of chemists,” said Dr. Katherin 
Patsch, the Institute’s Drug 
Discovery Project Manager. “Our 
work has unveiled a glimpse of how 
the androgen receptor continues 
to drive tumor growth in a drug 
resistant setting. Incorporating this 
knowledge to develop new drug 
design strategies that overcome 
these mechanisms will be front and 
center as we move into the next 
stage of our hit-to-lead discovery.”

The collaboration behind the AR-Drug 
Discovery Project has not only yielded 
important new research but also a 
rich program for graduate students 
to engage with interdisciplinary 
researchers at an early stage in 

their career. The collaboration’s 
first graduate student, Hammond 
Sun, began working on the AR-Drug 
Discovery project in 2019. As part 
of his PhD thesis, Sun assisted with 
drug design and synthesis and worked 
alongside the team to speed up the 
project’s progress. The completion 
of Sun’s role on the project led to his 
successful thesis defense in January 
of this year.

Bolstered by the success of their 
research, Dr. Patsch and her team are 
aiming to accelerate the next stage 
of the AR-Drug Discovery project by 
adding new, interdisciplinary team 
members, including a new graduate 
student this fall. This expansion will 
help bring them one step closer to 
reaching their goal of developing a 
pre-clinical drug candidate.

Officially launched in February, the 
partnership between GHSC and 
the B20 leverages the political, 
scientific, and medical expertise 
brought together by the GHSC’s 
three partners: the Ellison Institute, 
the Tony Blair Institute for Global 
Change (TBI), and scientists from the 
University of Oxford.

“Partnering with the B20 significantly 
expands the ability of the Ellison 
Institute and our partners at the 
GHSC to shape global public health 
policy in the public interest,” said 
Dr. Gabriel Seidman, Director of 
Policy at the Institute.

As representative for the GHSC, 
Sir Tony Blair of TBI will join the B20 
Indonesia’s International Advisory 
Caucus. Under his leadership, the 
GHSC team will help shape policy 
recommendations focusing on  
global public health in support 
of economic recovery and future 
pandemic preparedness. 

“We are excited with the results our AR-Drug Discovery project 
has delivered so far and the promising research we continue to 
conduct in collaboration with Dr. McKenna’s team of chemists.” 
– Dr. Katherin Patsch

“My time with the Ellison Institute has allowed 
me to grow not only as a scientist, but also as a 
science professional.” – Dr. Carly Strelez
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Dr. Carly Strelez poses with Dr. Shannon Mumenthaler following 
her doctoral graduation ceremony in May
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the Ellison Institute

Part of the GHSC team pictured during the G20's 2nd Health Working Group 
meeting in June 
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help bring them one step closer to 
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Indonesia’s International Advisory 
Caucus. Under his leadership, the 
GHSC team will help shape policy 
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global public health in support 
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“We are excited with the results our AR-Drug Discovery project
has delivered so far and the promising research we continue to
conduct in collaboration with Dr. McKenna’s team of chemists.” 
– Dr. Katherin Patsch

“My time with the Ellison Institute has allowed 
me to grow not only as a scientist, but also as a 
science professional.” – Dr. Carly Strelez
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Institute and our partners at the 
GHSC to shape global public health 
policy in the public interest,” said  
Dr. Gabriel Seidman, Director of 
Policy at the Institute.

As representative for the GHSC,  
Sir Tony Blair of TBI will join the B20 
Indonesia’s International Advisory 
Caucus. Under his leadership, the 
GHSC team will help shape policy 
recommendations focusing on  
global public health in support 
of economic recovery and future 
pandemic preparedness. 

“We are excited with the results our AR-Drug Discovery project
has delivered so far and the promising research we continue to
conduct in collaboration with Dr. McKenna’s team of chemists.” 
– Dr. Katherin Patsch

“My time with the Ellison Institute has allowed 
me to grow not only as a scientist, but also as a 
science professional.” – Dr. Carly Strelez
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The Littlemore House site and Plot 18, the Institute’s recent property purchases in the U.K.

The Littlemore House building at The Oxford Science Park

“These new properties give us greater capacity to work with 
others across disciplines to help people live longer, healthier
lives....We look forward to bolstering our global health initiatives
and further developing our Oxford partnerships.” – Dr. Agus

“With each expansion of our 
work and partnerships, we
are building the future of
the Institute and ensuring 
that we continue to carry out 
our mission of transforming 
medicine and patient care, 
now on a global scale.”
– Dr. Agus
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Consortium. As global health 
challenges continue, this expansion 
better positions the Institute to help 
shape and improve health care on a 
global scale.

As we work to expand abroad, I am 
continuously made proud by the staff 
at the Ellison Institute in Los Angeles 
who work relentlessly to further 
their research and ensure that our 
work translates to patient benefit. 
Their collaborations and meaningful 
research continue to make an impact 
while also nurturing and growing our 
next generation of scientists, as you 
will see within these pages. 

With each expansion of our work and 
partnerships, we are building the 
future of the Institute and ensuring 
that we continue to carry out our 
mission of transforming medicine and 
patient care, now on a global scale. 
Your support and commitment to our 
mission has helped take us this far, 
and we look forward to continuing our 
journey together.

Respectfully, 

David B. Agus, M.D.
Professor of Medicine and Engineering, 
University of Southern California
Founding Director and CEO
Lawrence J. Ellison Institute for
Transformative Medicine 

Dear Friends,

The past several months have brought 
forth a period of immense growth 
for the Ellison Institute. As we’ve 
continued to expand upon the talent 
and collaborations that are ongoing 
within our Institute walls, we’ve also 
had the opportunity to expand our 
physical footprint internationally.  

I’m thrilled to share with you further 
details about the Institute’s purchase 
of two properties in Oxford, United 
Kingdom. These new properties will 
allow us to expand our research and 
clinical work internationally, while 
also strengthening our ongoing 
partnerships with organizations 
making an impact on health in the 
global arena. This includes our work 
with the Tony Blair Institute for Global 
Change, Sir John Bell and scientists 
at the University of Oxford, and our 
joint efforts with these organizations 
through the Global Health Security 

FROM THE DESK OF DAVID B. AGUS, M.D.
Doctor’s Notes

Institute Expands 
Commitment to Global 
Health with Purchase of 
Properties in Oxford, UK

The Ellison Institute completed the purchase of two 
properties in Oxford, UK over the past several months in a 
strategic move to expand our impact on global health and 
strengthen our ongoing partnerships with the  
Tony Blair Institute for Global Change (TBI) and the 
University of Oxford. 

The two properties include the 3.5-acre Plot 18 site, 
purchased in June of this year and located within 
The Oxford Science Park, and the 5.9-acre Littlemore 
House site, purchased in December of 2021. The two 
properties sit adjacent to each other and establish a 
major presence in Oxford for the Institute and our work. 

With world-renowned British architect Norman Foster 
leading the design, plans for buildings on both sites 
replicate the successful collaborative structure of the 
Institute’s Los Angeles building and will include research 
laboratories; a patient clinic; convening, educational 
and collaborative spaces; and visitor housing.

“We are thrilled to expand our footprint and create a 
first-class home in the UK for the pathbreaking work 
that the Ellison Institute, its scientists, and partners 
are doing to improve human health,” said Dr. Agus.

The Institute’s planned Oxford Campus will also provide 
a permanent home to several of our long-term projects 
and initiatives, including the Global Health Security 
Consortium (GHSC), the Institute’s partnership with TBI 
and scientists at the University of Oxford, focused on 
the intersection of science, medicine, and politics.

“These new properties give us greater capacity to work 
with others across disciplines to help people live longer, 
healthier lives,” continued Dr. Agus. “We look forward 
to bolstering our global health initiatives and further 
developing our Oxford partnerships.”

The location of the new campus 
will also enable the Institute to 
build collaborations with local 
companies such as Oxford Nanopore 
Technologies, located within 
The Oxford Science Park. This 
collaboration will allow the Institute 
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you go!

Visit our Foundation Store to 
choose from a selection of 
merchandise emblazoned with 
the Ellison Institute logo and our 
icon, including jackets, hats, 
accessories, drinkware, and more. 
Proceeds from your purchase 
directly support the Ellison 
Institute Research Foundation. 

Visit the store today at  
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to link Oxford Nanopore’s gene 
sequencing technology to other life 
science technologies in our network.

The Institute will continue to 
share developments from this 
exciting expansion and the 
critical work that it supports. 

REBELS REVIEW IS GOING DIGITAL!

Beginning in the fall, our bi-annual newsletter will be going 
digital. Make sure you stay up to date with all of the great 
work happening at the Ellison Institute by signing up with your 
email address for the e-version of our newsletter today at 
eitm.org/rebelsreview.
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The Littlemore House building

“These new properties give us greater capacity to work with 
others across disciplines to help people live longer, healthier 
lives....We look forward to bolstering our global health initiatives 
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Consortium. As global health 
challenges continue, this expansion 
better positions the Institute to help 
shape and improve health care on a 
global scale.

As we work to expand abroad, I am 
continuously made proud by the staff 
at the Ellison Institute in Los Angeles 
who work relentlessly to further 
their research and ensure that our 
work translates to patient benefit. 
Their collaborations and meaningful 
research continue to make an impact 
while also nurturing and growing our 
next generation of scientists, as you 
will see within these pages. 

With each expansion of our work and 
partnerships, we are building the 
future of the Institute and ensuring 
that we continue to carry out our 
mission of transforming medicine and 
patient care, now on a global scale. 
Your support and commitment to our 
mission has helped take us this far, 
and we look forward to continuing our 
journey together.

Respectfully, 

David B. Agus, M.D.
Professor of Medicine and Engineering, 
University of Southern California
Founding Director and CEO
Lawrence J. Ellison Institute for
Transformative Medicine 

Dear Friends,

The past several months have brought 
forth a period of immense growth 
for the Ellison Institute. As we’ve 
continued to expand upon the talent 
and collaborations that are ongoing 
within our Institute walls, we’ve also 
had the opportunity to expand our 
physical footprint internationally.  

I’m thrilled to share with you further 
details about the Institute’s purchase 
of two properties in Oxford, United 
Kingdom. These new properties will 
allow us to expand our research and 
clinical work internationally, while 
also strengthening our ongoing 
partnerships with organizations 
making an impact on health in the 
global arena. This includes our work 
with the Tony Blair Institute for Global 
Change, Sir John Bell and scientists 
at the University of Oxford, and our 
joint efforts with these organizations 
through the Global Health Security 
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properties in Oxford, UK over the past several months in a 
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strengthen our ongoing partnerships with the 
Tony Blair Institute for Global Change (TBI) and the 
University of Oxford. 

The two properties include the 3.5-acre Plot 18 site, 
purchased in June of this year and located within 
The Oxford Science Park, and the 5.9-acre Littlemore 
House site, purchased in December of 2021. The two 
properties sit adjacent to each other and establish a 
major presence in Oxford for the Institute and our work. 

With world-renowned British architect Norman Foster 
leading the design, plans for buildings on both sites 
replicate the successful collaborative structure of the 
Institute’s Los Angeles building and will include research 
laboratories; a patient clinic; convening, educational 
and collaborative spaces; and visitor housing.

“We are thrilled to expand our footprint and create a 
first-class home in the UK for the pathbreaking work 
that the Ellison Institute, its scientists, and partners 
are doing to improve human health,” said Dr. Agus.

The Institute’s planned Oxford Campus will also provide 
a permanent home to several of our long-term projects 
and initiatives, including the Global Health Security 
Consortium (GHSC), the Institute’s partnership with TBI 
and scientists at the University of Oxford, focused on 
the intersection of science, medicine, and politics.
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with others across disciplines to help people live longer, 
healthier lives,” continued Dr. Agus. “We look forward 
to bolstering our global health initiatives and further 
developing our Oxford partnerships.”

The location of the new campus 
will also enable the Institute to 
build collaborations with local 
companies such as Oxford Nanopore 
Technologies, located within 
The Oxford Science Park. This 
collaboration will allow the Institute 
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